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comminuted to an impalpable powder, rendering it light and sandy,
and in some places it is intermixed with an adhesive reddish earth.
The eastern and western ranges of mountains consist chiefly of gneiss,
overlaid with sandstone and sionite; the beds being variously con-
torted and intersected with veins of greenstone. The principal rock
in the southern ranges is jfranito with gneiss and mica slate, all more
or less in a state of decomposition. In other parts the formation is
sandstone, varying in its structure from a quartz rock to a conglo-
merate and looso grit, of various shades from white to deep red, and
sometimes boautifxilly variegated, as in the vicinity of Sidhout. It
usually rests on limestone of a deep blue color, containing iron
pyrites, and veined with calcareous spar. In age it appears to as-
similate more to the " old rod sandstone" of England, than to
the " new rod" formation to which it has been compared, and as far
as has boon hitherto discovered, it is non-fossiliferous, The soil on the
whole is generally very productive when a sufficient quantity of rain
falls. Nodular limestone and potters' earth are plentiful throughout
the district, and a species of coarse marble or limeston'e of a blue color,
and which is easily cut, is abundant, and is used at Ouddapah for the
flooring of houses. A coarse kind of purple clay slate is very common
in Doopaud, and the hills north of that talook bordering on Paulnad,
and the Kistna. In the valley of Ouddapah it is found in horizontal
bods several feet bolow the surface, in a soft state ; but on exposure to
the air it bee omes hard, and wells are generally faced with it. Soda
is found in the form of an efflorescent carbonate, in a red ferruginous
soil in the valleys, as well as about Cuddapah; it is used instead of
soap by the Natives, and the Dhobm manufacture soap from it, by the
addition of chunam and coooanut oil, to the concentrated lye. The
soft mass is placed in segments of oocoanut shells, and exposed to the
sun till it hardens into a cake. Nitrate of potash, (Saltpetre) and the
chloride of sodium, (common Salt) are also found in great abundance,
both being intermixed with reddish soft earth iaerusting the surface.
These salts, particularly the latter, which is most' abundant, are ex-
tracted by lisiviation and evaporation, Numerous pits for this pur-
pose are seen excavated in several parts of the plains, surrounded
with mounds of earth; the salt thus obtained is very dirty, and
scarcely fit for culinary purposes till purified.
The diamond mines lie about seven miles N. E. of
the town of Ouddapah, on both banks of the Pennaur
river, which here washes the base of a range of lills expanding in